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Dear Friend

I can’t really believe that we’re already into February!  The two 
midnight events – Christmas Eve and the Watchnight Service now 
seem so distant.  And a new year of grace is rapidly advancing.  I 
hope it’s not too late to wish you a happy New Year.  May health 
and common sense abound for you and your loved one.  The 
days are beginning to feel a little longer and hope, consequently, 
surges in the breast.

This month will be dominated for me and Margaret by two 
important journeys.   You’ll be reading this when we are already in 
Haiti – the land where our children were born and where I was 
ordained to the ministry, a land we’ve quite fallen in love with 
despite all the negative factors that people know so much about.  
We’ll be going back to friends.  The Methodist Church there will 
be celebrating its 200th anniversary and we’ll have opportunity to 
sing and dance and make merry.  A book which I published 25 
years ago recounting the history of Methodism in Haiti, a 
whopping 400 page effort, had at last been translated into French 
and will be launched during our visit.  For good measure, the 
country will be inaugurating its new President (everybody’s doing 
it these days!) and we’ll have an opportunity to be part of the 
national celebrations too.  We’ll be back on the 9th of the month.

A long weekend later, just time to get some washing done, we’ll 
be off to Kerala in India.  I’ve been invited to be the keynote 
speaker for the annual convention of the Mar Thoma Church in 
this, the best educated and very scenic state on the sub-
continent.  I have to give four main speeches and lead (for men 
only) three Bible studies.  They tell me that I must expect 150,000 
people for my speeches and a mere 75,000 for the studies!  I 
haven’t a clue how all that’s going to feel but it does seem 
massive.  We leave on February 14th and return on the 25th.  By 
then, we’ll be able to witness the first harbingers of spring.  

Elsewhere in this number you’ll see details of the Revd Dr 
Jennifer Smith.  I can’t tell you how happy I am at her nomination 



to be my successor.  We’ve known each other for some time and I 
have never ceased to be filled with admiration at her 
accomplishments and her gifts.  The Chapel is in for a very good 
time.

The two month break since our last issue means that there are 
many of our number who are going through difficult times.  
Elsewhere you’ll see some details of this.  But we do note the 
sadness occasioned by the deaths of Graeme and Joy 
Cruickshank in faraway New Zealand, Douglas Scott (husband of 
Thea) much nearer to home and in Peterborough, the Revd John 
Beebe who died after a long illness.  They will all be missed and 
we send our greetings and condolences to their families and love 
ones.

Margaret and I are in good shape.  We now have a home to go to 
in the summer.  That’s been a worry for us but is now happily 
resolved.  We’ll be living in Croydon, still in London and near 
enough to the principle activities which I expect to be pursuing in 
retirement.  

This comes with warmest good wishes wherever you are.

The Lord bless you and bless you kindly.

Leslie Griffiths – February 2017

Church News

In the last edition of Window on Wesley’s we reported the death of
Roy Stephenson – one of our loyal Heritage Stewards. His funeral 
was on 20th December at his home church – Emmanuel Church 
Sidcup. Jennifer assisted his own minister, Juliette Ushewokunze, 
in the service and preached the sermon.

It is not usual that we talk about a funeral after it has happened 
but this was quite an unusual funeral. During his life, until he had 
heart problems, Roy had been a bus driver on the route Number 



21, which, at that time, began at the Sidcup Bus Garage and 
ended in Moorgate. The registration 
of his old Routemaster was VLT 8. 
Well that very same bus took all the 
mourners from the Church to the 
Crematorium. It would have taken 
the coffin, too but there was no way 
to get it on.

Roy was also a gardener and all the 
remaining produce from his 
allotment was brought to the church 
for distribution to people there.
May his soul rest in peace.

Graeme Cruickshank, husband to Joy who used to work in the 
Wesley’s Chapel office, died on December 8th at the age of 85. He 
and Joy had moved to New Zealand in
2009.

His funeral was held in Christchurch,
New Zealand on the 13th December. 
Then on January 9th Joy also passed
away having never recovered
consciousness after another stroke.
The ashes of both of them will be
brought back to Britain for burial at Wesley’s Chapel and there will 
be a Memorial Service in due course. 

Douglas Scott, the husband of Thea died shortly before 
Christmas. A private cremation was held on the 6th of January. 
There will be a Memorial Service for Douglas on Tuesday 14th 
February at 12.00 noon at Wesley’s Chapel.

We send our condolences to Heidi Ogier on the death of her 
husband, Revd Alan Ogier. They lived in Reigate. Alan had a long 
and distinguished ministry in Prison Chaplaincy for the Methodist 



Church and Heidi was one of our Heritage Stewards. His funeral 
will be at Reigate Methodist Church on Monday 6th February.

Rev John Beebe, a retired minister who was on the Wesley’s 
Chapel station although he lived in Peterborough, died on Sunday 
22nd January in hospital in Peterborough. We send our 
condolences to his wife, Jan, his children and grandchildren. A 
private family service has been held and a Thanksgiving Service 
will take place in Peterborough Cathedral on Wednesday 8th 
February at 1.00pm

We have not seen Ivy Green for some time and have become 
increasingly concerned about her. Over Christmas we learnt that 
she had gone onto a Residential Care Home but we did not know 
where. Early in January we found out that she is in a home in 
Seven Kings in Ilford but that she has been in hospital several 
times. Jennifer has visited her and she is in good form and wishes 
to be remembered to everyone.

Christiana Gibson went to Freetown over the Christmas and New 
Year holiday for the wedding of a grandchild. Since returning to 
Britain she has not been well and has been admitted to hospital 
for tests to try to find out the cause of her problems. Hopefully by 
the time you read this she will be home again. We send her and 
Apollos our best wishes.

Our lay-worker and student minister, Kido Baek, has been 
stationed to the Circuit where he will serve as a probationer 
minister from September 2017 – it is the Barking, Dagenham and 
Ilford Circuit, where he will have pastoral charge of three 
churches, Gants Hill, Grange Hill and Goodmayes. There will be 
an opportunity to wish Kido, Seunghee and Haim all the best for 
this new chapter in their lives later on in the year.

Patzy Tyzack continues to wait for her operation to rectify the 
knee operation she had last year – with luck and prayers that may 
happen in March or April. She is very frustrated by her lack of 



mobility, which means that she is housebound. Please keep her in 
your prayers.

Ruby Chambas Annan is currently quite unwell. Please keep her, 
Jojo and the rest of their family in your prayers.

If you are wondering why we do not see Charles Burnett, with his 
cello or viola da gamba in the service, it is because he is on 
sabbatical for three months in Toronto, Canada. We wish him a 
relaxing yet invigorating time.

Since the last edition of Window on Wesley’s went to print at the 
end of November we have had four infant baptisms and one adult 
baptism. On the 18th December we welcomed into the family of 
the Church, Anisha Dorothea Lassie Jaward, daughter to Kadija 
and Augustine and sister to Anita who baptised in February 2016. 
Then in a triple baptism on 15th January we baptised Alexandra 
Osei, daughter to Sarah and Nana, sister to Olivia, Rowan 
daughter to Lydia Hutchings and Craig McDowell and Haim, son 
to Seunghee and Kido. On the 22nd January, in the context of a 
lunchtime service we baptised one of the regular attenders, David 
Tall. Please pray for all the newly baptised and indeed all the 
young people in our charge.

A Georgian Christmas

On the 22nd December Aisha, our Museum Learning Officer and 
her merry band of collaborators 
held a Georgian Christmas in 
John Wesley’s House. They 
decorated the whole house with 
greenery as would have been 
the case in the 18th century, 
dressed in clothes of the time 
and offered food baked to 18th 
century recipes. The ladies 

were much more convincing that John Wesley (Keith Dutton) 



whose wig did neither him nor Mr Wesley justice. 112 people 
visited the House and had a great time.

Many thanks to Aisha, her Mum, Ruth, Joan Drummond, Maureen 
Poole, Keith Dutton and Kate Poole.

A Few Scenes from our All-Age worship for
Christmas

Our all-age worship for Christmas held on the 18th December and 
we had a real baby but not in the crib. It was the baptism day for 

Anisha, daughter to Kadija and 
Augustine and granddaughter to 
Dorothea Salim.

Our Nativity Play was not a play 
as such but the Twelve Days of 
Christmas set to topical words 
with plenty of action from the 

young people who were spread 
about all over the Chapel, with 
shepherds up in the gallery.

By the end of the performance 
they were all gathered at the front of the Church in a tableau to 
sing ‘We wish you a merry Christmas’ to the rest of the 
congregation. 



Adam Clarke and Buddhist Monks

This picture by Alexander Mosses and dated 1820, hangs in one 
of the rooms on the top of John Wesley’s House. It shows Dr 
Adam Clarke, one of Mr. Wesley’s preachers in conversation with 
two Buddhist monks from Ceylon (now Sri Lanka). These two men 
eventually became Christians and returned home.

This painting prompts us to think that dialogue between people of 
different faiths is not such a new thing as we sometimes imagine.

A Pilgrimage in the Steps of St. Paul and St. John.

Barbara Thompson, a longtime member of Wesley’s Chapel now 
living in Potters Bar but continuing as one of our Heritage 
Stewards went on an interesting trip last year with a Christian 
group from around the country. Here is her account of it.

http://firstfridayletter.worldmethodistcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Clark_Buddists_2017-Epiphany.jpg


We began our adventure by having two nights in Corinth which
enabled us to visit the world famous Corinth Canal and the old
port of Cenchreae from where Paul sailed to Rome.

On  Monday  we  joined  the  ship  -  first  stop  was  Thessalonica
where Paul and Silas taught in the Synagogue and were accused
of ‘turning the world upside down’! They were welcomed at Berea
where they stayed awhile. We visited the archaeological site of
the Greek/Roman Forum and the old city walls; the local market
and colourful waterfront.

Our next port was Kavala (previously known as Neapolis) where
Paul and Silas landed and walked to Philippi. We went the nine
miles by coach to walk round the ruins of the town where they
were imprisoned and later released by an earthquake; the jailer
was later baptised. Just outside the town the river still flows where
Lydia  and  her  household  were  also  baptised;  a  truly  lovely,
tranquil spot.

As we sailed through the Dardanelles at night, out of my porthole I
saw the large rectangular Gallipoli War Memorial floodlit in red. It
was a moment to remember those who gave their lives for us, and
others who are mourning for their loved ones.  

The waterfront at Istanbul was colourful
and  very  busy  with  shipping  going  to
and fro to the Red Sea. There are many
minarets  along  the  skyline  and  the
bridge  joining  Europe  to  Asia  looked
busy.  We  were  taken  to  the  Blue
Mosque  which  is  breath-taking,  the



walls are faced with blue patterned tiles and the many domes are
gilded. The floral pattern of the carpet marks out the space for
each worshiper. Then on to the St Sophia Museum which for a
thousand years was the largest church in the world, the copula is
55m high and 31m in diameter. The Basilica has been a mosque
and is  now being restored as a World
Heritage Site.  There are several  lovely
old  gold  mosaics  in  the  upper  gallery.
We then walked through the grounds of
the Topkapi Palace. 

The  following  morning  we  docked  at
Dikili  to  visit  Pergamum,  mentioned  in
the book of Revelation. The ancient Health Centre was extensive
and then we used the cable car to the Acropolis (high town) to see
the views,  the old Temple of  Athena and the Library for  which
parchment was invented.

From  the  port  of  Kusadasi  we  went  to  Ephesus,  the  most
extensive ancient  Greek/Roman Biblical  city.  The marble street
guided  us  through the  town with  shops,  homes,  baths,  toilets,
temples, the Library of Celsus and the Theatre. We then drove to
the huge theatre at Miletus, seating 15,000 where Paul preached
to the townsfolk, before sailing to Jerusalem.
The  island  of  Patmos,  our  next  port,  felt  more  intimate  with
smaller whitewashed buildings on the hillside. We drove to the top

of the hill to look round the Monastery
of  St  John  which  contains  ancient
icons. Lower down the hill is the Cave
of the Apocalypse where St John had
the  vision  and  dictated  the  book  of
Revelation, while in exile on the island.
The ship called in to the island of Syros
for  a  short  visit  before  going  on  to
Piraeus, the port for Athens, where we
disembarked.



Before catching our flights to London, we drove round some of the
sites of the city then we went to climb Mars Hill  which has no
buildings on it now. The climb to the top of the Acropolis is very
steep in places, but worth the effort, as the views from the top are
amazing, with the city laid out below. The Parthenon, the temple
at the top, is being refurbished over the next few years and will
look stunning; the size of the stones and pillars must make that
task difficult.

While I was walking down from the Acropolis to the coach, I heard
a group on Mars Hill singing ‘Love divine, all loves excelling’ (to
the Blaenwern tune), so I joined in until a Greek lady came out of
a hedge and asked me what the song was about. I told her the
song was about God’s love for us all and was written by Charles
Wesley. From her pocket she brought out her phone and started
to  tap  in  ’LOVE’  ‘What  next?’  ‘DIVINE’  ….etc.  She  said  she
wanted to look it up on her computer, when she got home. ‘It’s a
good song!’ She said.   Amen to that!!! 

It was a truly amazing, memorable holiday which brings to life the
passages in the Acts of the Apostles and Paul’s letters.

Barbara Thompson – Heritage Steward

“Architecture, Faith and Community”
Tuesday 28th February at 6.00pm at Royal Society of Arts

If you would be interested in attending this event in which Leslie is 
one of the speakers, please contact rsa.events@rsa.org.uk.

Spiritual and religious spaces are fundamental features of a 
place, signifying the value and importance of faith and connection 
at the heart of a community.

In a changing global context, the design, status and use of places 
of worship evolves to reflect the diverse needs of a wider public. 
Faith spaces are reimagined to foster a culture of mutuality and 
engagement, facilitating the growth of social capital.



John McAslan CBE and Aidan Potter of John McAslan + Partners 
are joined by Sophia de Sousa and The Revd the Lord Griffiths to 
discuss the way in which communities are shaped socially and 
culturally through shared spaces, values and connections.

John McAslan and partners were the architectural firm that 
worked on Wesley’s Chapel’s new Museum.

For more information, see Jennifer Potter.

Noorah Al-Gailani, a former Curator
at Wesley’s Chapel gains her PhD.

Noorah left Wesley’s Chapel to be a curator at the Burrell 
Collection in Glasgow. While she 
has been there she has also studied for a 
PhD, “The Art of Sufism in Islam”. The 
photo shows her recent graduation. 
She is pictured with her step-mother and 
her brother. We send Noorah our 
congratulations.

The Charterhouse: a local gem with
Wesleyan links

A fifteen minutes’ walk from Wesley’s 
Chapel, located in Charterhouse Square, 



near Smithfield Meat Market and backing on to the Clerkenwell 
Road is a gem of a building with a long, varied and illustrious 
history with links to John Wesley.

The buildings began their life as a Carthusian Monastery in 1371, 
the property was expropriated by the Crown after the Dissolution 
of the Monasteries and became a grand London residence for the 
Duke of Norfolk.

Later in the reign of James I,
Thomas Sutton, a wealthy person
who was in charge  of all the King’s
armaments in the north of England
bought the  House and established
a foundation to maintain a school
for boys and an almshouse for
elderly people. John Wesley
attended the school from 1714-
1720 prior to going to University in
Oxford.

In 1872 the School moved to
Godalming in Surrey, leaving
behind the community of elderly
men. Today there are 43 ‘brothers’ as they are known including 
seven retired clergy. They each have their own flat but eat 
communally in the dining hall built in the 1540s.

Until recently The Charterhouse has only been open for 
conducted tours one day a week. Now, in conjunction with the 
Museum of London a new project has been developed with a new 
Museum, café and learning centre. It opened to the public on the 
27th January and the official opening of the completed project is 
scheduled for March.

Admission to the Museum will be free. A tea room will be opened 
in two neighbouring Georgian houses and there will be a 
possibility of booking a tour led by one of the Brothers.



The tour will include the former Chapter House which was used 
as the Chapel in John Wesley’s time and continues to be used for 
daily worship up to the present time.

If you want to know more about The Charterhouse there is a 
website – www.thecharterhouse.org 

Jennifer Potter

Bishop Hannah: A
Courageous

Bishop

Bishop Hannah Faal-
Heim is a ‘daughter’ of 
Wesley’s Chapel. She 
sang in our choir and 
candidated for the ministry from our Church. After several 
appointments in this country she was nominated and later 
consecrated as the first Gambian Bishop of the Methodist Church 
in The Gambia.

 

Last December elections were held in The Gambia and Yayha 
Jammeh, who had ruled for 22 years was defeated. At first he 
accepted his defeat but later changed his mind and refused to 
accept the result of the election.

In a meeting held on the 19th December where many of the 
Christian and Muslim leaders sought audience with Jammeh, 
Bishop Hannah was very outspoken. “I want to ask your 

http://www.thecharterhouse.org/


permission to speak plainly and truthfully to you as a brother, 
because we are all Gambians” she said to Jammeh.

A representative of the Roman Catholic Church in The Gambia, 
Father Peter Lopez said in an interview in the Church Times, 
“That woman (Bishop Hannah) sat right in front of him (Jammeh) 
and told him, ‘the whole problem is caused by one man and that is 
you.’” 

Let us hold the nation of The Gambia, the people both Muslim and 
Christian in our prayers and hope for a better future for all the 
people.

OUR CHILDREN NEED YOU!

We have a wonderful team of volunteers in our Sunday School, 
who go above and beyond to support our children here at the 
Chapel, but we are really need some more help. It has got to a 
point now where creating the rota is a real struggle, and there’s 
no slack. Unfortunately, that means in recent weeks I’ve had no 
choice but to cancel groups at the last minute.

Could you be the leader that makes the difference? Could you 
offer one week a month to help us out?

Yes! You!

I’m sure there are many people sitting in our congregations who 
would make wonderful leaders, but have ruled themselves out 
for various reasons. To you I say please don’t discount yourself 
but instead come and talk to me. We’ll explore in more detail 
together what the role entails, including the safeguarding 
requirements, and give you time to think about if it’s the right fit. 
Once you join the team we’ll review things after 6 months to 
see how things are going. 



Our most urgent need at the moment is with our Youth Group. 
These are those aged 13-18. We’re looking for people who will 
walk alongside these young people as their faith develops and 
deepens – helping them to explore topics, link faith to their 
everyday life, ask questions, and come to make decisions for 
themselves. You aren’t expected to have all the answers! 
Session plans and resources (such as Bible notes) are 
provided for all sessions, along with support and training. If you 
enjoy leading discussions or debates this is the group for you.

Not sure teenagers are the right group for you? Our younger 
groups could do with some extra helpers too. We explore the 
Bible and faith through a variety of techniques -  including bible 
study, DVD stories & quizzes, and activities. Once again full 
session plans are provided in advance for each week. 
Resources, training and support are also supplied.

Our children and young people are a wonderful bunch – and a 
real asset to our community. If you feel you could be a part of 
our ministry to them, or have spotted someone you think has 
the skills required, do speak to me. In the meantime, please 
keep praying for our current leaders and the work they do.

Judith Bell – Leysian Missioner 

Ecumenical Lent Course

Saturdays from 4th March to 1st April 2017

This year’s Lent Course will be based on Henri Nouwen’s book,
“The Return of the Prodigal” and will take place from 10.00am to
11,30 am each Saturday from March 4th to April 1st. Please see the
flier on the table in the foyer for more details.

Wednesday Evenings in Lent



As usual during Lent we shall hold a Communion Service with a 
sermon by our Local Preachers every Wednesday evening at 
7.30pm from Ash Wednesday (March 1st) until 5th April and then 
on Maundy Thursday 13th April.

This is part of our Lenten discipline and we hope as many of you 
as can will come and join us for these services.

SERENDIPITY TWENTY-FOUR

The Riddle of John Wesley’s Statue

Part One: You Cannot Always Believe
What You See:

As recorded in previous Serendipity 
articles, the Heritage Stewards at 
Wesley’s Chapel pride themselves upon 
having an in depth knowledge of the 

Chapel and it’s campus, or at least on knowing where to find the 
answers to the various queries that are likely to arise while on 
duty during any normal day. 

For example, enquiries may be made by visitors to the Chapel or 
the Museum of Methodism who are seeking information relating 
either to an ancestor buried in 
the graveyard or else a distant 
relative who had at one time served on 
the Chapel staff. Nevertheless, it is 
more usual for Stewards to be 
called to answer questions relating to 



things which visitors have seen either, while walking around the 
campus or else, noticed during their guided tour of Wesley’s 
House. Moreover, it is not always just the visitors who are 
nonplussed by what they have found. Indeed, on occasions, a 
Heritage Steward can be prompted to ponder on a puzzle raised 
in their own minds as a result of becoming intrigued by something 
they have discovered, either while awaiting the arrival of visitors, 
or else just from walking through the Chapel gates.  I know the 
latter to be a fact because of one such instance that happened to 
me.

Quite recently, when coming in to Wesley’s, my attention was 
caught by what I could see on the statue of John Wesley which 
dominates the entrance to the Chapel forecourt. It was not, of 
course, as if the statue itself had not been seen many times 
before, but that day my eye fell, as if for the first time, upon one of 
the inscriptions; not the familiar phrase, “The World is my Parish”, 
but the following few words cut into the stone of the granite plinth 
upon which the statue stands:

“ERECTED WITH FUNDS COLLECTED BY THE CHILDREN
OF METHODISM”

Although, this was not really the first time that this had been read, 
it was the first occasion that I had stopped to consider what it 
actually meant. As a consequence, I was led to puzzle over the 
question as to just who were these Children of Methodism who 
had collected the funds to pay for the statue.
Before this, when I had read the dedication, I, like surely many 
before me, had thought the phrase implied that the cost had been 
met from monies brought in by the young people attending 
Methodist Sunday schools and other Methodist run educational 
establishments who had either wheedled the money from parents 
and other adults, or else, perhaps been “encouraged” to 
contribute their pennies from their pocket money.

This, on consideration, was now seen to be rather naïve, since as 
is recorded in “One at London” the book by Max Woodward, 



which is available in the Museum of Methodism, the statue cost 
£1000 in 1891, (around £100,000 in modern money but, worth a 
lot more in purchasing power). At 240 old pennies to a Pound, 
that was rather a lot for children to have collected, particularly in 
the late 19th Century when a penny had a substantial value and 
many a child would not have had parents who could have 
afforded to give their offspring even as much as a this copper 
coin.  Why, even when I was a boy in the late 1940’s -  early 
1950’s, a penny was entirely appropriate for one’s Sunday school 
collection, or else instead, sufficient to purchase a ticket to travel 
a substantial distance by public transport to visit grandparents. 
Further, if one were lucky enough to have such a sum as pocket 
money, then with your Mother’s permission, you might be allowed 
to use it to buy quite satisfactory amounts of confectionery.

No, my first assumption was obviously incorrect, since on thinking 
it over it could never have been possible for the statue to have 
been paid for by a toll upon the pocket money or other resources 
open to Methodist young people and indeed, no record is known 
to exist of any such collection of this type ever having been made. 
But, if the statue’s construction was not financed in the way a 
reading of the inscription might suggest, then who were the actual 
contributors who funded the then not inconsiderable cost? 

Of course, we can all recall who the “Fathers” of Methodism were, 
that is, the Wesley Brothers, George Whitefield and John Fletcher 
as well, of course, many of those buried in the Wesley Chapel 
graveyard, while indeed, the names of some of the “Mothers”, 
such as, Susannah Wesley, Mary Fletcher and Mary Tooth, are 
also known. But, who were the “Children of Methodism” 
commemorated by the inscription on the plinth supporting the 
statue of John Wesley which stands at the entrance to Wesley’s 
Chapel forecourt? That was the question to which I was led to try 
to find an answer and which resulted in this particular episode of 
Serendipity. 

Now after some investigation, and with the help of the 
Superintendent Minister of Wesley’s Chapel and the Curator of 



the Museum of Methodism, as well as that of a Heritage Steward 
colleague, while “who” the actual Children of Methodism were in 
this case is still unknown, I think it has been possible to 
conjecture “what” they were. But first, before these findings are 
revealed, the following incidental information, as well as a curious 
fact, relating to the statue of John Wesley may be of interest. 

Firstly, how many have ever had the opportunity to have a close 
look at the statue itself? Only a few I would guess, because as it 
is so high off the ground, and without having the use of a ladder, it 
is only possible to get an overall view by standing at a distance or 
else, from close by, to peer at the feet or the hem of the figures 
robe. But, did you know that an alternative exists? Because 
instead, it is possible to get a close up look, by visiting the “tiny 
but perfect” reproduction of the statue, which is, without the need 
of a ladder, readily available for examination at close proximity, 
standing as it does, on its “pulpit pillar” plinth in an easily 
accessible position near the rear door of the Museum of 
Methodism. There you can not only have eye to eye contact with 
Mr Wesley but may, as many do, even shake his hand.

Now, having admired the artefact from close quarters, it is worth 
considering the question as to just “why”, and “how” it came 
about, that we have a, far larger than life, statue of one of the 
founding fathers of Methodism standing in the forecourt of the 
Chapel he opened in 1778? After all, it was not placed there by 
John Wesley himself, and indeed the Chapel has only 
comparatively recently come to be officially called Wesley’s. In 
point of fact, as we Stewards remind visitors, it was never 
described in this way by John himself, (he knew “whose” place of 
worship it was); whatever, it might have been called by the 
contemporary general public. Indeed, when the building first 
opened, John referred to it in his Journal as just “the Chapel” to 
distinguish it both from the nearby Foundery which it superseded 
and his other London meeting places such as that in West Street. 

The London Methodists forming its first congregation would 
originally seem to have described this splendid replacement for 



the nearby Foundery as, either the “New Foundery” or else the 
“New Chapel” and then only, after some time had elapsed, did it 
became known for a long period by the name of the thoroughfare 
upon which it stands, before becoming called by its present title. 

Nevertheless, whatever it has been named in the past, for the first 
113 years of its existence the Chapel had a gateway which 
remained unblocked by any form of obstruction. Certainly, a 
statue did not stand in front of Wesley’s in the early days of its 
existence, as can be confirmed by visiting the Museum of 
Methodism to look at the contemporary print of the appearance of 
the newly built Chapel and its surroundings, or to see the water 
colour painting which portrays the Chapel, the campus and the 
forecourt as it appeared in 1821.

Now, having introduced the topic of this Serendipity article, and 
asked some questions, we will, at this point, before we go any 
further, break off the story and leave anyone, who has read thus 
far, to await the details of a curious fact, to continue to wonder as 
to how it was the introduction of John Wesley’s statue came 
about, and to remain guessing as to how it was financed, until a 
later edition of Window on Wesley’s.

When I needed a neighbour, were you there?

This well know hymn is the inspiration for Christian Aid’s Lenten 
Appeal – Count your Blessings 2017 ( www.caid.org.uk/lent ).  By 
now, many of you will be familiar with this theme, which we 
usually support during the period of Lent.

In the past congregations were often encourage to ‘give up 
something for Lent’ but now we can take more positive action.

Through their leaflet, Christian Aid calls us to reflect prayerfully on 
the stories and information reminding us of our manifold blessings 
in comparison to much of the world.  I wonder what your blessing 
would be – home, warmth, food, clean water, healthcare?  The list 
is endless.  Then we are challenged week by week to make a 

http://www.caid.org.uk/lent


financial contribution, however modest.  After Easter, we add up 
our monies and send our donation to Christian Aid, enabling them 
to continue their life-saving work across the world.

I will be handing out the leaflets the Sunday before Lent, February 
26th – I hope you will take one.

Thank you,

Zena Goss – Congregation member

A visitor to our Covenant Service wrote to us of his
experience and we wanted to share his lovely letter with you:

Dear Rev Lord Leslie and the Wesley Chapel Pastoral Team -

Thank you for the warm welcome at this morning's Covenant 
service – especially for a American soccer player like me. 

Your congregation is clearly the most nationally and racially 
diverse one I have ever taken part in – a bright example to lead 
the Methodist Church, and the world, and a testament to God's 
spirit living through you and the church.
What a personally worthwhile visit for me. It feels great knowing I 
have a church to call home whenever I find myself in Britain's 
capital. The subsequent tour's exposure to significant information, 
significant, spaces and objects was captivating.

All the best in the coming weeks. Safe travels to India, Leslie.

Blessings,

Alec Rotunda



Thomas J. Watson Fellow

P.S. If you're interested in learning more about an American's 
international youth development soccer adventures, feel free to 
click through or share my blog: www.kickingallovertheworld.com

Smile lines

They're back! Those wonderful Church Bulletins! These 
sentences actually appeared in church bulletins or were 
announced at church services:

 The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.

 The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water.' The 
sermon tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.'

 Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help.

 At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What 
Is Hell?' Come early and listen to our choir practice. 

 Please place your donation in the envelope along with the 
deceased person you want remembered.

And this one just about sums them all up:

 The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new campaign 
slogan last Sunday: 'I Upped My Pledge - Up Yours!’

SUNDAY SERVICES IN FEBRUARY

5th 11.00am Morning Service
Preacher: Kido Baek

12th 9.45am Holy Communion – Leslie Griffiths
11.00am Morning Service – Leslie Griffiths

19th 9.45am Holy Communion – John Lampard

http://www.kickingallovertheworld.com/


11.00am Morning Service – Jennifer Potter

26th 9.45am Holy Communion – Jennifer Potter
11.00am Morning Service – Leslie Griffiths
7.00pm Taizé Evening prayer service

CRADLE ROLL BIRTHDAYS FEBRUARY

7th Anaiah Abena Sabah Frimpong 5 years
25th Dylan Kerr 5 years
25th Isis Thompson-Jones 5 years

May God bless these children and their families.





Thursday lunchtimes at
Wesley’s Chapel

UNITY? Any Chance?

February

2nd Social Cohesion

9th Inner Peace

16th European Union

23rd Inter-faith Harmony

March

2nd Where Now?

Recitals in February
Tuesdays at 1.05pm

7th Antonio Oyarzabal – Piano

14th  No Recital

21st Stuart Raeburn & David Elwin – Vocie & Piano

28th Catherine Lee - Cello
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Children’s Page

Weekly programme of events



Sunday 9.45am Holy Communion
                (except 1st Sunday in month)
11.00am  Morning Service
12.30pm  Methodist Women in Britain (MWIB)

(First Sunday in the month)
12.30pm  Wesley’s Chapel Ghana Fellowship

(Last Sunday in the month)
7.00pm  Taizé  Evening Service

(Last Sunday in the month)

Monday 7.00am  Prayer Meeting
2.00pm  Sisterhood Fellowship

Tuesday 1.05 pm    Lunchtime Recital
     7.45pm Boys’ Brigade (Company & Seniors: over 11’s)

Wednesday  10.00am   Stay and Play (pre-school)
 12.45pm  Service of Holy Communion

Thursday 12.45pm        Lunchtime Service

Friday 7.00pm      Boys’ Brigade & Girls’ Association
        (Juniors: 8-11 years)

If you would like to submit an article, poem, prayer or item
of interest for this magazine please email it to:

pa@wesleyschapel.org.uk or leave it at the Church Office
marked FAO Tracey Smith
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