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Dear friends,  

Welcome to the summer edition of Window on Wesleyõs; I hope this 
finds you well.  We have a number of beginnings and endings in these 
weeks: 
 
The Revd Stephen and Deacon Myrtle Poxonõs last service with us will 
be 11 AM on Sunday August 3rd, when we will also receive new 
members. They have done truly outstanding work among us in this brief 
year, and they go on to formally ôsit downõ and move into their own 
home in Waltham Abbey. If you would like to contribute to a gift for 
them in their new home, please make a donation to the Church Office 
marked ôPoxon giftõ and we will make a presentation to them in the last 
service. 
 
The Revd Dr Claire Potter and her husband John will have a welcome 
service at 6 pm on Thursday 4 September, before a celebration and 
further welcome Sunday 11am 7th September during the Presidential 
Service. Our traditional ôInternational Lunchõ will follow: start planning 
your food offer now, it will be a wonderful celebration of the mission of 
the British Church! 
 
The Revd Judith Bell, a former Leysian Missioner, was ordained 
presbyter on 29 June, in Shrewsbury Abbey: a delightful 
celebration!  She will become the minister in Kingõs Lynn from 
September, and sends her greetings and thanks to Wesleyõs Chapel. 
 
We have a new exhibit of art from the Leys School, ôLux,õ displayed on 
the window ledges in the sanctuary: have a look! 
 
I am moving manse, from the large manse across the courtyard to the 
smaller manse, which has been renovated to become a single dwelling 
again: you will see the window repair proceeding at the big manse, all 
part of the ôVision 250õ clearing of maintenance backlog planned by our 
trustees. Claire and John should move in in mid August. 
 
We have new cameras and AV system, again part of the upgrades 
planned by our trustees, hurrahé 
 
Lastly, regular members will know Margaret Hazard, long time member 
of this church, who has died aged 98 after a short illness.  We grieve 
her passing and we will advertise her service details widely when we 
have them: please pray for her family!  Margaret has been a true host 
here, and we have loved her very well.  



 
Amid considerable change, the Chapel is thriving: courage all, and keep 
us up to date with your pastoral news. Be bold, friends ð and every 
blessing in your walk. 
 

 - Jen 
 



 
Weekly Programme  

Sunday 

9am | Menõs Prayer Breakfast (1st Sunday of the month) 

9.45am | Holy Communion Service (Except 1st Sunday of the month) 

11.00am | Morning Service (with Sunday School except 1st Sunday of the 

month when there is Holy Communion) 

12.30pm | Methodist Women in Britain (1st Sunday of the Month) 

Young Adultsõ Group (2nd Sunday of the Month) 

Wesleyõs Chapel Ghana Fellowship (Last Sunday of the 

Month) 

3pm | Ghanaian Language Worship (3rd Sunday of the Month) 

5.00pm - 6.30pm | Zoom Fellowship, Bible Study and Evening Prayer 

Monday 

2.00pm | Sisterhood  

Tuesday 

1.05pm | Lunchtime Recital (Except July August & December) 

6.30pm | Boys' Brigade & Girls' Association 

Wednesday  

10.30am | Stay and Play 

12.45am | Service of Holy Communion 

Saturday  

5pm | Choir Practice 

 

Monday-Saturday Morning Prayer is Livestreamed at 10am  



Sunday School Update  

Weõve had a very busy term despite 

sometimes struggling for helpers. A big thank 

you to those whoõve come forward to offer 

to become helpers, weõre working you all 

through the system.  

As well as òthe regularsó we often have 

visiting children join us. Crèche is now 

running every week thanks to increased help, 

currently we are having these sessions in the 

Philadelphia Room while the Crèche Room is 

an office.  

Pictured is a heart we made out of waste 

cardboard to pray for those we knew needed care in a recent session. 

Stay & Play Update  

Our long-running (some of the early daysõ children have now brought their 

own children!) Stay and Play group continues to run, with word of it 

spreading as much by mums telling each other 

of it as our various advertisements.  

A helper or two would be welcome, without 

Jessy set up is certainly slower. We have a lot 

of very good equipment and vary the toys 

available each week. Sadly children grow up 

fast, so weõre always recruiting to replace 

those whoõve got to nursery or school age.  

 

  So spread the word! 

We meet every Wednesday of Term Time  

  10.15am-11.45am 



Seaside Outing 2025  
 

By the time our next issue of WOW is out weõll have been! Weõve moved 

the trip earlier this year, as an experiment. So we will be off to Margate on 

Saturday 26th July - Gates open 8am. Buses Leave 8.30am. 

 

As well as the beach, thereõs also a Tate Gallery, the caves and seashell 

grotto, and the Wonderworks where you can explore the model collections 

and play with items by Hornby, Scalextric, Airfix, Corgi and Pocher. 

 

Tickets at time of going to print are still available, but weõve only got so 

many left. So donõt miss out, get them today! 

 

 



Wesleyõs Out and About 
 

Methodist Conference  
 

Our Ministers all attended parts of the Methodist Conference, held in 

Telford this year. Jen officially accompanied Judith Bell during her ordination, 

and Stephen and Myrtle both took their places in the procession of past 

Presidents and Vice-Presidents of Conference.  

 

Our global partners gathered and visited our sister Heritage Site in Bristol, 

The New Room. Details of a few of the Highlights are included in over the 

page. 

 

London Pride  
 

We joined our Methodist kin from Hinde Street and others to stand 

alongside the parade with a banner saying òGod Loves Youó. This will be on 

show in the Chapel the first Sunday of July.  

 

Weõd love to do more (lots more?) for next year, there are options for 

both marching and a stall...but weõd need to plan a lot further ahead.  

Please be in touch if you can help next year. Photographs from this year will 

be in the next issue of WOW. 

 

In the Neighbourhood  
 

New in our community: our local streets have some of the best free street 

art anywhere in the United Kingdom, and these murals have appeared on 

the corner of Cowper and Tabernacle, just around the corner from the 

Chapel. Go see for yourself and appreciate the ever-changing urban 

landscape in which the Chapel lives!  





 
Conference 2025  

Judith Bellõs Ordination was held at 

Shrewsbury Abbey. 

Twenty One Presbyters and Three 

Deacons were welcomed into Full 

Connexion at four Churches 

around Telford. 

Jen sent pictures, six were 

ordained at the Abbey including 

Judith, and our member Rachel 

Lampard was Vice-President at the 

service, with four services being 

conducted simultaneously; both 

the outgoing, incoming and some 

recent past Presidents and Vice-

Presidents were enabling the 

ordinations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Report on Healing Ministry and Neurodiversity  

A report  was presented considering the appropriateness of prayers for 

healing, particularly around neurodivergence, and how the gifts of those 

with lifelong conditions may contribute to the life of the Church. 

 

òHealing Ministry and Neurodiversityó highlighted the importance of being 

reflective and sometimes self-critical in relation to healing prayer, both for 

the person praying and the person being prayed for. 

 

The report was requested because of instances of prayers aimed at curing 

conditions including Autism or Attention Deficit [Hyperactive] Disorder 

(ADHD/ADD). The report acknowledges that this practice can be harmful 

to the individual and does not recognise the reality of the condition. By 

contrast, many individuals with neurodivergent conditions have positive 

skillsets such as creative thinking, problem solving and mathematical skills.  

 

The Conference asks for further work to consider how the Church might 

express appropriate repentance for the past exclusion of neurodivergent 

people in the life of the church and to explore how the church might be 

more inclusive of neurodivergent people, as well as ways to address ableism 

in the Church. The Conference also directed consideration of more 

resources relating to healing ministry in general.  

 

The Revd Dr Mark Rowland, Secretary of the Faith and Order Committee, 

said: òThis important report makes a significant step forward for the 

Conferenceõs consideration of neurodiversity and I am grateful for its 

attention to this matter. I look forward to our work together as we seek to 

build a church in which neurodivergent people, with all our siblings, can 

thrive.ó 

Methodist Worship Book Revision  

The Conference voted to review our authorised liturgies, including efforts 

to make the resources as inclusive as possible. This will include both digital 

and printed versions, as well as questions of style and language. 

 

The Conference voted to adopt the principle that authorised liturgy is that 

authorised by the Conference, rather than that which is contained in a 

particular book.  

 



Details will be brought to the 2026 Conference, to set our principles, and 

the plan of work and revision. The first new liturgies for experimental use 

would then be brought to the 2028 Conference and formally authorised in 

2030. 

Methodist Forces Board  

The Methodist Forces Board presented a report on supporting our Military 

Chaplains, and having resources in place in preparation for times of hostility. 

 

Ecumenical work in support of these aims is being conducted with the 

Church of England.  

 

The Revd Kevin Highfield, Chair of the Methodist ForcesBoard, said: òThe 

Forces Board will consider more flexible and adaptive processes to respond 

to a fast-moving defence and security situation. Our processes are currently 

designed for periods of stability and peace. It may become necessary to 

discern a call to chaplaincy from a wider range of ministerial experience 

than at present.ó  

 

Youth President and Vice -Presidentõs Report 

3Generate 2024 was the largest to date with 1620 children, 520 leaders and 

310 volunteers in attendance.  

 

The current Youth President, Bea Hulme, said: òWe have a great 

opportunity. Young adults are showing more interest in spirituality and faith, 

but we are not doing a good enough job to nurture that interest and engage 

meaningfully. From talking to the young people, it is clear that retention 

remains a challenge in our churches. Itõs very easy to get children and youth 

engaged and attending events, but it takes more effort to adequately engage 

older teenagers and, where this does not take place, we are seeing them 

disinterested and not eager to stick around.ó 

 

òThe Methodist Church needs to change to be more accessible to its 

children and young people. Children and young people do not even feel able 

to invite anyone to church because it is difficult to understand and alienating 

without prior experience. Things like explaining when to sit and stand, going 

over new songs, and having the words of The Grace or the Lordõs Prayer 

on the screen can help massively.ó 

 



We will once again be running our wildlife Wednesdays at the start of the 

summer holidays, there will be a variety of activities on offer once again, 

weõve been hunting out ideas since last year so you can be sure itõll be a 

good way to spend a School Holiday Wednesday Morning. 





Tides of Faith  

This poster (likely from the late 19th century) was produced by what is now the 

Sailorsõ Society who are still among the Christian Groups supporting sailors. 

Our Leysian Missioner saw it while in Portmadoc/Porthmadog in Wales at their 

maritime museum.  

The townõs port was a centre for the export of slate. Whether any made its 

way from Snowdon/Yr Wyddfa to the roof of our chapel we donõt know. If 

youõre a geologist who can work that out please get in touch! 

The area is a real stronghold of Welsh language and culture, so much so that 

the main chapels in the towns hold their services in Welsh. However the locals 

are bi-lingual and so perhaps this poster would have been read in English and 

then followed in a Welsh bible. 

There are at least 38 Bible references in the picture.  

Can you find them all and the quote? 

Answer next issue. 

We tried to print it across 2 pages but the printer was not our friend!  

 

 



From the ArchiveéThe Story of Golden 

Lane & Radnor Street  
 

òWhy is it called the Radnor Hall?ó Is a question a visitor may ask. Of all our 

named rooms, it is the only one without an explanation of the name to 

hand. The simple answer is òafter the old Sunday School and Missionó. The 

history of these began over 200 years ago, and our archives have revealed a 

wonderful tale of determined servants of God.  

 

The 1898 Radnor Street Sunday School 

Centenary was marked with the 

commemorative brochure whose cover is 

illustrated. This included òa brief sketch of our 

hundred yearsõ workó. Neither the curator 

nor the author of this series realised the 

brochure ran to over 150 pagesé.so weõre 

going to do a very brief look at things as they 

were in 1898 and start the story off this issue, 

before we carry it on later.   

 

While our April WOWõs look into the 1960s 

revealed rather low figures, in the 1890s 

òSeven Minutesõ Walk from City Road Chapeló 

the joint effort of the Chapel and the Mission 

had 3,670 òchildren, youths, maidens, and 

adult peopleó at one or other of the meetings 

every week òall the year roundó.  This 

headline figure is then followed by a list of the 

various activities during the week. Some such 

as the òMothersõ Meetingó (120 on the books, 

average attendance 100); Boysõ and Girlsõ 

Brigade (350 on the books, average attendance 250) are easily recognised. 

The òRagged Schooló, òCripple Departmentó (sic) and òSlate Clubó are 

perhaps not terms weõd recognise, or care to use.  

 

Details of these will be in a future issue, but for the moment itõs worth 

noting as the Centenary authors did òall this vast machinery is kept a-going 

by 130 voluntary workers, NOT ONE PAID AGENT...every worker 

The Brochure from the 

Centenary of Radnor 

Street. The building shown 

is later than that built by 

the end of this article. 



engaged in the INSTITUTION is prompted by no motive save that of the 

love of God and the wellbeing of his neighbouró. 

 

A first history had been written in 1856 by Mr S. Grosvenor, who although 

not amongst the original teachers, would have presumably been able to find 

people who remembered the beginning at that time. Similarly in 1898 asking 

about the previous forty three years of events would have been a lot easier 

than trying to ask those same people nowadays! 

 

The Sunday Schoolõs òGolden Lane Periodó was from 1798 to 1819, and 

then the òRadnor Street, City Roadó era was 1819-1958. This was before 

the Golden Lane Estate or the Radnor Street estates were built.  

 

The idea for the school came from the Superintendent Minister of the 

Chapel in 1798, Alexander Mather (the celebrated as the centenary author 

declared him). He was ògreatly exercised by the fact that Methodism, whilst 

impressing more and more the popular imagination, was doing very little to 

influence the childhood and the youth of the nationó.  

 

At that time there were still fields around the chapel itself, but beyond them 

around Barbican and Aldersgate Street òthere were innumerable streets 

developing with a working class populationó. Robert Raikesõ Sunday School 

movement was just getting underway, this was very much the latest idea. 

 

The òFirst Methodist Sunday School Established by the Original Sunday 

School Societyó was opened in 1798. The Centenary Brochure names the 

25 teachers who were involved, some of whom also served on the 

committee. There were 12 on the committee, then six vice-presidents and a 

President. Methodist organisation hasnõt thinned out a bit; one is tempted to 

joke! 

 

A house at 74 Golden Lane was chosen and opened on 22nd April 1798, at 

the end of the first month there were 110 names on the books, with an 

average attendance twice daily of ninety boys and girls ògathered together 

for instruction in the word of God.ó Twice daily would allow the children 

time to do other things, like work, this being long before child labour was 

outlawed! Ten more opened in the following six years, although that at 

Seven Dials soon closed. Hoxton, Drury Lane, Spitalfields, Lambeth, 

Southwark, Rosemary Lane, Saffron Hill and Poplar however were 

òflourishingó.  



The centenary author very much emphasised that òOur Methodist 

forefathers were always genuinely social...the old as well as the new 

Methodist was eminently and pre-eminently a social force.ó The Methodists 

of the Sunday School Society therefore not only taught, but feasted with 

òDinner on the table at four oõclock preciselyó - a letter with the invitations 

said that òyour personal attendance will tend very considerably to promote 

the interest and welfare of this excellent and useful Institutionó - our 1898 

author describes the invitations as òof the usual 18th century social order, 

brief and to the pointó! 

  

These early days 

were of course a 

time of 

experiment. While 

Sunday School 

Prizes for Good 

Conduct and 

Attendance 

proved popular 

ideas for many 

years, discipline 

measures proved 

rather shorter 

lived. Fines on 

teachers and 

visitors for ònon-

attendance and 

neglect of dutyó 

didnõt last, partly 

due to refusals to 

pay, and partly due to how readily volunteers came forward.  

 

òOne of the most popular young teachers of the schooló was captured by òa 

company of press-gang terroristsó - that is those sent out by the Royal Navy 

to òimpressó able-bodied men; i.e. grab them and shove them on a soon to 

sail warship without them being able to object! This rather dreadful 

measure was frequent due to a high rate of desertion and the desperate 

need of the Navy during the many years of war with France.  

 

The Schoolõs Mr Marriott (teacher and committee member) promptly 

J.S. Barthõs Engraving of the Brewery on Golden Lane 

from 1807, showing some of the street.  The original is 

part of the British Museum Collection. 



wrote to the Secretary of the Admiralty while the unfortunate Mr John 

Wensley was lying off the Nore in a Warship. It was asked that this 

òpious...modest, steady, sincereó gentleman be returned to the Sunday 

School, and asked that the Navy restore him to his òformer usefulnessó. 

Such was the reputation of the Sunday School, the reply came òunder the 

peculiar circumstances of John Wensleyõs Case, an order has been given for 

his discharge.ó   

 

This was very unusual, yet our author suggests that òperhaps however the 

most striking illustration of the hold the Schools had on the popular feeling 

of the neighbourhood was in the kindly attitude of the Anglican Clergyó! 

Collections were taken and preachers were especially invited for the 

services where the collections would be taken. One service in about 1802 

at St Mary-Le-Strand collected £12 9s 1d (Roughly £1,076 today*).  

 

Sadly the school had become so well-known the ground landlord sought 

more rent, while the freeholder sold up with being able to hike the rent as a 

selling point to the auction, the school only having a leasehold.  The School 

soon decided the time had come to migrate, and in 1818 a site had been 

found, to rent from Mid-summer 1819. The site was on Radnor Street, 

frontage 43ft 6ó, 66ft deep, and an adjoining site on Galway Street, with a 

14ft 6ó front and 41ft 6ó depth. This is opposite the site of the current St 

Lukeõs School. The rent would be Ã16 a year for 66 years - £1,187.50 today 

in 1818, the lack of inflation meant this would have dropped to only 

Ã1,722.53 in 1884 at the end of the lease! òThe good news was gospel 

indeedó our  author adds. The Freeholder at Golden Lane however didnõt 

care much for this gospel, and expelled the school at short notice.  

 

Until the new site was ready the school met in the òNew Chapeló on City 

Road, as Wesleyõs Chapel & Leysian Mission was then called. òWhich act of 

refuge and kindness has remained a precious heritage of the school right 

down to the present time. There is an invisible bond between Radnor 

Street and City Road that nothing can break and this òInterregnum of 

Refugeó was one of the formative links.ó - This wouldnõt be the last time the 

Sunday School would be here at 49 City Road. The story of Radnor Street, 

The Leysian Mission and how our present Sunday School could claim the 

mantle of Londonõs Oldest Sunday School, will follow next issue.  

 

*The Bank of England Inflation Calculator was used as usual but this far back in 

time the figure should be taken with even more caution than usual. 



Boysõ Brigade and Girlsõ Association 

Awards 2025  

 
The 5th London Companyõs Awards Evening was held Tuesday 1st July with 

Mr JC Afrane-Kesey as Guest of Honour.  

The Attendance Award Winners were: 

¶ Anchors ð Jack & Seraphina (joint) 

¶ Intermediates ð Ruth 

¶ Seniors ð Neriah 

 

Ruth, with a perfect attendance was the first winner in some years of the 

Bible to be presented to those with Perfect attendance. Badges are awarded 

for activities and these were given out as part of the ceremony, and are 

worn by the members on their armbands.  





Childrenõs Pages 


