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Dear Friends,

Welcome to the November issue of Window on Wesleys: we are in
the season of longer nights and colder days!

With so much conflict happening in our world, in church we are
working to stand faithfully for welcome, generosity, truth-telling, peace-making, and
mutual support. God asks us to be here, and | am convinced God has provided gifts
for our mutual benefit in the wisdom of our congregation.

We have among us those with experience of grief, of joy, of building a
business, of being homeless, of care, of the law, of the classroom and retail
space. How will we learn from one another, and continue to join our voices to
rejoice together? In worship, in fellowship and out and about: | have the sense of
each one of us coming with a very large family indeed as we go about our day to day
life. Courage for this winter, friends. And please, stay in touch with your pastoral
link and the church.

On 16 November, we will have our monthly TTT (This time
tomorrow): we will welcome the multi-award winning actor Ashley Walters to
speak; you may not know that Ashley’s family has been associated with this
community for many years. Ashley starred in the Netflix series “Adolescence” and
is a well known face, and we will be very glad to hear what he brings.

In hard copy and online, you will find much of interest about Advent
and Christmas, and | want to highlight the invitation to come into membership: on
16 November we begin after-church sessions preparing for receiving new members
at Covenant on January 4th. See the detail overleaf, but friends this is the time to
begin again, the Advent of our Lord and the next steps in new life for each of us,
whatever our age or circumstance.

I’'m so glad to get to take these next steps myself in your company and |
can’t imagine better.

All blessings,

- Jen



Membership and Refresher Workshops

Do you want to refresh your own thinking about God, the Bible, prayer, our
tradition, and how you are called within it? ANYONE CAN COME... and
indeed it would be lovely for some of the new cohort of members to meet some
existing members. You can come to any one of the sessions, though they also build
as we go. No experience necessary and activity based.

Sundays after Worship (about 12.30pm) Meet in the Kwanglim Room

16 November - Who is God?
We explore different images of God, and meet our Creator.

23 November - What is the Bible?
We dive into scripture, bathing in the history of God’s love.

7 December - What is prayer?
We try different ways with prayer, and commit to a habit.

14 December - What is a Methodist?
We visit the Museum and John Wesley’s House.

21 December - What next for me?
Our own personal ‘way of life,” and what next.




Weekly Programme
Sunday

9am | Men’s Prayer Breakfast (1* Sunday of the month)
9.45am | Holy Communion Service (Except 1% Sunday of the month)

11.00am | Morning Service (with Sunday School except 1% Sunday of the
month when there is Holy Communion)

12.30pm | Methodist Women in Britain (1* Sunday of the Month)
Young Adults’ Group (2™ Sunday of the Month)

Wesley’s Chapel Ghana Fellowship (Last Sunday of the
Month)

3pm | Ghanaian Language Worship (3™ Sunday of the Month)
5.00pm - 6.30pm | Zoom Fellowship, Bible Study and Evening Prayer
Monday
2.00pm | Sisterhood
Tuesday
1.05pm | Lunchtime Recital (Except July August & December)
6.30pm | Boys' Brigade & Girls' Association
Wednesday
10.30am | Stay and Play
12.45am | Service of Holy Communion
Saturday
5pm | Choir Practice

Monday-Saturday Morning Prayer is Livestreamed at 10am

Livestreams can be found at: youtube.com/@WCLM/streams
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N\ Fun Connect & Engage Activities

Laughter, conversation
and community

A relaxed space to
meet new people

A chance to grow together
in friendship and faith.

-

Connect & Engage | Young Adults Gathering
Date: Sunday, November 9%, 2025
Time: 12:30- 1:30 pm




Our Minister Writes...

On 12 October we once again welcomed the Christian Association of Brass
Bands who greatly enriched our morning service. At the end of the service they
played the hymn ‘When peace like a river’ with that evocative refrain ‘It is well, it is
well with my soul’. You could have heard a pin drop. No one moved until the last
note had faded away, and it reduced several members of the congregation to tears.
Such is the power of music — it was wonderful to behold!

Whether it is your favourite Taylor Swift song or your favourite Mozart piano
concerto, music has a way to speak to us that is deeper than words alone. Making
music is one of the most collaborative activities possible — where each line or each
instrument blends in and enriches the whole.

The Brass Band were wonderful. In these last two months in worship, we
have also been treated to beautifully prepared and heart-felt anthems from the
choir, reflective music from the trio (piano, violin and viol), the sweet clarity of the
voices of children and stirring voluntaries from our talented organists.

But music is not only the preserve of the special few. Through hymn singing,
we have all participated.

Hymn singing was rooted in Methodism from the beginning. It was a way for
people to learn their faith and to learn how to express it. Poetry set to familiar
tunes was a way for the Wesleys and their associates to teach scripture and allow
people to appreciate it in their hearts as well as their minds. Our hymn singing here
at Wesley’s Chapel means that each of us has a role in enriching the worship for
everyone else. It also means that we are each responding to God as we sing.
Sometimes we sing in praise, or in lament, or express our confusions or and
commitments — all through singing.

On Sunday 7 December at 12.30 there is an opportunity for anyone
who wants to be involved in the music of the church to come and meet
together. Please meet in the choir pews in the church.

If you enjoy making music of any kind on any instrument or through your
voice, please come along. There is so much scope for us to develop all sorts of
things — but we need to find out first what gifts we have in the church. This is a
meeting for people who are very new to the church as well as those who have been
here for many years. It is a meeting for any age, any experience and any ability. All
that matters is that you want to use music to give glory to God.

All good wishes
- Claire



Wesley’s out and about

. A City Road group of young people and a few adults to accompany them
went to 3Generate, a weekend away at the Birmingham NEC for children and
young people.

. Trustee Sagan Daniels returned from a trip leading care leavers from Islington
on a sports coaching tour of Namibia, as part of his work for KORI, find out

more at kori.org.uk/ .

. Jen Smith gave the "Thought for the Day’ on Radio 4’s the Today Programme
on Wednesday, 23 October, https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0mbOnfb .

. Claire Potter and Jen Smith met with Cathy Bird of the Union Chapel
Islington to agree a partnership hosting drop ins for Asylum Seekers and
Refugees in our local community, now underway.

. Claire Potter attended the trustees meeting of the Islington Faith Forum.

. Wesley’s hosted the Methodist Bishop of Uganda and his wife with Africa
Partnership Coordinator Andrew Ashdown and learned about his rural
development missions.

. Wesley’s Heritage and Learning hosted the Methodist Bishop of Cape Coast,
Ghana and his wife to organise a partnership offering learning resources and
workshops in the Methodist Schools of Cape Coast Diocese.

. Claire Potter, Jen Smith, and members of the congregation participated in a 3
week Saturday Morning workshop series on ‘Ways of Life,” at Jewyn Welsh
Presbyterian and St Giles Cripplegate, with St Josephs and the Charterhouse.

. Jen Smith attended a Lambeth Palace dinner in celebration of the Lord Mayor
of London, hosted by Bishop Sarah Mullally, Archbishop of Canterbury
Designate.

. 21 Bishops of the Global Methodist Church (the breakaway group from the
United Methodist Church) visited for Sunday Worship and a heritage tour on
October 19.

Helpers Needed

4 Dec - City Carols We need volunteers to serve refreshments - anyone who is
interested, please see speak to Rev’d Claire as soon as possible.



https://kori.org.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0mb0nfb
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It Only Took 57 Years!
A Pilgrimage to lona

| first came across St Columba in
1958 at Cranborne Secondary School in
Dorset through the BBC Radio Schools
programme and an RE textbook.

The story of Columba’s exploits and
mission of his monks thrilled me. | knew
then that | wanted to go to lona. For all
sorts of reasons, | thought | would never get
there. Until a Circuit Pilgrimage to lona was
suggested — | could hardly believe it, and of
course, | signed up.

St Oran’s Chapel, lona

Shortly after that a series of health problems including surgery made me
wonder if | would ever get there. However, it was definitely a deeply rooted
call; and | came through the mists of pain and uncertainty, believing that God had
planned | would go!

What an experience it was to
become! Nervously | took my seat at
Euston and felt alone as the train pulled
out. | soon discovered a dimension of
Pilgrimage | hadn’t anticipated. For the
four-hour journey to Glasgow a Pastor
from a church in Texas, on his way to
family wedding, took the seat beside me
and we conversed for the whole journey, |
discovered Pilgrimage was about meeting
people and sharing conversations about .
our faith. As we separated at Glasgow, we £ &
blessed each other.

One of the most significant
Soon | was alone again in a hotel for | experiences for me was the broken
the night. The next morning, | walked to | sculpture of the fallen Christ. In recent
the station and a small group of us met years | have had some falls and have
together and we took the busy train to felt the humiliation of being sprawled
Oban. Where we met more of our fellow | on the ground and all that means. Yet,

Pilgrims and shared conversations as we | Jesus suffered this for me! It was a
deeply spiritual moment.




The interior of the Chapel in the
Bishop’s House on lona.

During that journey we discovered
much about ourselves and formed
friendships which, for me, became one of
the strengths of this Pilgrimage — we
were all individuals but very much part
of a group of new friends —
sharing information and reactions to the
beautiful scenery and aura of the past —

crossed the water to Craigmure on Mull. A
further small group met up with us, and we
took the amazing bus journey from there to
Fionphort for the ferry to lona. The scenery
was spectacular and the roads very narrow —
full marks to our driver!

A rocky outcrop on the Island.

leading to the future — constantly being aware of God’s presence.

The other was after our last Evensong in
the Abbey when in this small chapel we
shared an hour of unaccompanied singing
with another group of pilgrims we hadn’t
met before. It was stunningly powerful!
Pilgrims together saying farewell in song
and prayer and Godspeed to each other.

This was enhanced by
the regular opportunities to share
worship with others from across the
world in a variety of services at
various times from Morning to evening
Evening Prayers.

Each service exploring our
faith with others. Some encouraging

® new thinking and some familiar. |

thoroughly enjoyed the singing and the
interpretations of the different

styles broadening my faith and

leading me to spiritual healing after the
past twelve months. | could
understand how Columba found
God’s calling to his mission had such a
spiritual effect and led him to become
an evangelist.



| - 2 Farewell you beautiful Island!

It was well worth the wait — thank you
~ Lord for such an uplifting experience!

| thanked my fellow Pilgrims, for their
friendship and fellowship in our time together.

Alone with none but you, my God, | journey on my way. What need |
fear, when you are near, O Lord of night and day? More safe | am within your
hand than if a host around me stand.

- Attributed to St Columba of lona

By Graham Warr,
Heritage Steward and member of the Wey Valley Circuit.

Local Agents of Change aims to enable children and young people to engage
more in, and contribute to, the life of Church. The programme will be based and
facilitated locally, with resources provided by the Connexional Team and
opportunities for participants to meet with other children and young people from
across Britain. The hope is that participation will start children and young people on
a vocational pathway, help to grow their discipleship and encourage them to take
action in their local church and community. In turn, the local church will be asked
to pray for, listen to and respond with those on the programme. It is aimed at
children and young people in school years 4 to 13.

As a Local Agent of Change, participants will be asked, with the help of a
named adult Local Supporter, to talk to their friends and then tell the Church about
the things that matter to children and young people. This will help to shape the
work of the Methodist Church across Britain and, most importantly, the work of
their local church.

We would like to run a programme of the scheme here - if you’d like to help,
please email missioner@wesleyschapel.org.uk - our hope is that it will be run as a
“follow-on” for those getting too old for Sunday School.



An invitation...
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THE FAFAITH & FOOTBALL SERIES ¥

A CELEBRATION OF CHRISTIANi]’Y
AND FOOTBALL

Monday 8th December
Wembley Stadium
17.30-21.00

Hosted by Simon Thomas

TheFA

Taihe
FOOTBALL "

SERIES FOOTBALL

On behalf of The Football Association, you’re invited to to a special 'Faith &
Football' Christmas event at Wembley Stadium on Monday 8 December, from 17:30
to 2100 (official start at 18:00, latest close 21:30).

Football brings people together from all backgrounds, and many of us live out
our faith through the game. This event is part of The FA's Faith and Football Series,
celebrating how faith and football connect communities across the country. We
want as many Methodists as we can to fill our allocation, so please do only register
to come if you will be there. If you want to know more, you can see what happened
at the last event in 2023 here: https://www.thefa.com/news/2023/dec/08/celebration
-of-christianity-and-football-event-at-wembley-stadium-20230812

The evening on Monday, 8th December will include:
- Panel discussions with professional players, (some Premier League stars have said
they are coming...) coaches and others working in football.
- Pitch-side worship and carols at Wembley with Salvation Army Brass Band.
- Light refreshments and snacks.
Spaces are limited, so again, please only register if you are certain you can attend.
Under 16s can attend but must be accompanied by a parent/guardian.

Reserve your place to share this special evening to celebrate Christmas
together at the home of English football.

Please sign up at: https://mchw.churchsuite.com/events/6s3cuulm


https://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com?d=6KfHqfgJ3u4Ahtp4D8wfUv9WedJA7Buz3GR8AQ6YnCZ2PvkjOXnB5hMLU5RkKT_G&f=CMmtcvtggMfWvB7QT_3OFtShwVBo9Jf0T9JlAuUAtOg6F9YfewomDKRHJmaCx2t4bm7EwDXwojuBPDjNOUe40w&i=&k=kjRX&m=6uEL0wYeikLue9P7Wb5q5yGCjk1l2_W_T00uYKE03P2YYDvVK

Invitation for Young People

KORI seeks to scaffold underrepresented young people, who lack career networks
and connections, with professionals across various industries. By enabling re-
engagement experiences in education, training, and workshops, fostering confidence
and resilience in these day long work placements.

The programmes mentoring, and industry career labs help young people create a
clear future pathway.

Please express interest here, so we can share more information with you:
https://zfrmz.eu/UTIgvdHUOKSLEIIEjV6 .

Last academic year saw 100+ participants take part in Industry Labs with 83% finding
it useful in finding future careers in tech and engineering. I'm even happy to say 2
past participants when on to enrol this September on university courses related to
these industry Labs.

Also to come this autumn is our award nominate Mott MacDonald Engineering
Consultancy Industry Lab - Tuesday 25" November 2025.

SLECCMINGMINDS

INDUSTRY LABS - AKAMA| TECHNOLOGIES
/

Wednesday 12th November 2025 (/

.-_\—o 08:30*" - 04:.00™

JOIN US For an oppertunity to understand how a lerge company
works - whether you are interested in TECH or not

Free Braakfast, Lunch, tea and coffee will be provided throughout
the day

7 Alr 8t, London W18 5AD

+d44 (0j203 874 7074
infomkori.org.uk Akam’ Kokl

7 1142628 FOUTH EMARITY



https://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com?d=PtFYrTjq0XQHFafsDOmv1P2R6R-WJWAdbd5gfNKTsZRHYmw-pRNGR976e-p1js2N&f=pzUX96hsovKpBZnaDMugTL_Q-YOJNh-KQwWNBDDAJS1nJsUO5AB4ihOLbpshUrJd&i=&k=xcpV&m=F1gHqBKYVBuATnsN_xN9LMCW7INEowxqoGITnL-1iNdpXi9lKS77C2QS-0KYAuY8SYQ_z0b

Lend your voice to the 2026/2027 Prayer
Handbook

“Very truly, | tell you, you will weep and mourn, but the world will rejoice; you will
have pain, but your pain will turn into joy.” John 16:20. Our prayers hold the
sorrows and joys of our lives, churches and communities across this world.

For 2026/2027, the words Sorrow and Joy are chosen like grid references on a map,
compass bearings.

We invite you to share prayers that recognise and support Methodist people who
may need a boost of joy in the Lord, and that faithfully respond as peace-makers and
reconcilers to the sorrow of a divided world. Let us lift one another up in prayer.

Submit your prayer by Friday 16 January 2026
Visit www.methodist.org.uk/faith/methodist-prayer-handbook/ for full guidelines.

Share your views with Action for Children

You could help improve Action for Children’s relationship with the Methodist Church
by sharing your views in a 10-minute survey available at www.methodist.org.uk/for-
churches/ministries/signpost-for-ministry/action-for-children-news1/

The charity wants to understand their Methodist supporters better so that they can:
e Improve how they steward and communicate with you.

. Provide fundraising and campaigning tools that you find engaging and workable.

Support for churches in the middle of anti-
migrant protests

Ministers and lay people around the Connexion are experiencing pressure as a result
local anti-migrant protests. The Connexional team is running an informal online drop-in
on Monday 10 November 7pm to 8pm for people who feel they are currently in
“the eye of the storm” of the protests, for mutual support, wellbeing and prayer, and
supported by members of the connexional team.

If you’re interested contact our Leysian Missioner Thomas who has the link to register
email missioner@wesleyschapel.org.uk .


https://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com?d=kIBCMX1ZDUoilMAp6RBRg2CkFZCtUA-cJ1H2uCE8iy-F-RTNC0FNYnQO3YYSfvhr&f=RlO66MNhdAF1B9FNlqVSeV8IHlFe8UeG0olKEjcNSijTvIEA7KMBBNKcN9556Pvvl5J82UNhLUmQNgmbVCsl6A8k-l8DCLmWMOUWyuxkFf4ybe7fQXGEi4eQ3ANa3s9VTd6WtEBDhMR7zY4cp0sG

From the Archives...The World Wars

A few months ago on the anniversary of VE day with the Chapel Magazines of
1945 for our archive piece. This month when will mark Remembrance Sunday we
take a look at the First and Second World Wars and how they impacted Methodism
as well as the Chapel and its neighbours.

The First World War, as it is called now, broke out in 1914 and ran until the
Armistice of 1918, but with the treaties being signed in 1919; this is why you will see
different end dates on some memorials to others.

The Methodists at this time were divided into various groupings, but the
work of reunion had begun, with a series of unions having resulted in the Wesleyan,
Primitive and United Methodists. The United Methodist incidentally had completed
their union on 16" September 1907 at Wesley’s Chapel.

l m Among the Methodist churches, 150,000
1L e Tee TR e Primitives served and 15,000 died; 285,000
ealalaia 1= Wesleyans served of whom 26,581 died (The United
ST [t lafft HH .. Figure we could not find a collected total for). The
Thnge e T | Primitive Methodists and United Methodists joined
A 1N the Baptist and Congregational churches to form a
,f ,.4, : 'w.w *% United Chaplaincy Board for the British forces.
) : There were some Methodists who were
... Conscientious Objectors, and would not fight.

? o f J "
k ,%. ’ / Many joined the Medical services during the

war, working as stretcher-bearers, ambulance
drivers, doctors, nurses, field medics...(battleﬁeld First Aiders) — it was noted that
while most soldiers had to go “over the top” of the trenches once, the medics
would go repeatedly to help those wounded during the attack. 4139 Army Medical
Corps staff died in battle or of wounds. There was a general rule on both sides
against killing medics, who would also treat enemy wounded, and carried no
weapons, however they were not always easily identified, and landmines etc knew
no distinction. Some who refused even to be medics were imprisoned, others were
given work in farms or industry. Approximately 16,000 refused to fight.
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The First World War saw London bombed from the air for the first time.
The Honourable Artillery Company on 13" October 1915 engaged the Zeppelin
L15, which had already bombed the Lyceum Theatre, with a newly arrived French
gun, mounted on a lorry. The airship returned to Germany damaged. Until 1917 it
was common for people to go out and spectate air raids rather than take cover. In



September 1917 air raids at night began and up to
300,00 Londoners took shelter in the
Underground, while others left the city and slept
in open fields. Houses, Schools and Churches
were among the buildings damaged, the United
Methodists at East India Dock Road were hit with
an Incendiary on 24" September 1917, and other
bombs damaged houses and businesses in Garrett
Street near to Wesley’s Chapel. The Central
Foundation Boys’ School nearby was hit by a
bomb which didn’t explode. In total some 857
people were killed and 2,058 injured by air raids in
the First World War.

Among the items in our Chapel collection is g
a set of photographs taken in the lead up to the
Second World War, so that there would be a | The Chapel War Memorial |
record of the Chapel if it was destroyed. The
neighbourhood was by then a mixture of homes and factories and warehouses. It
was rightly assumed it was going to be a dangerous time, and so from 1* September

1939 the children of the neighbourhood were evacuated to the countryside. Schools
were closed locally to encourage evacuation to safer areas.

At Radnor Street the
building was having its
basement converted into an
air raid shelter by Finsbury
Borough Council. This
paused the work with
mothers of the
neighbourhood, which it was
hoped could resume soon —
no doubt in part supporting
one another with the
temporary absence of their
children.

At Hackney Road,
The Chapel Magazine adverts during wartime initially | “The absence of children,
remained identical those pre-war. The advert on the | now all evacuated, brings a
left from September 1939 notes the Chapel was | strange silence to the place.
fitted with a predecessor to the modern loop system | It is good to think of them
for hearing aids. somewhere in the happier




countryside, and the task is to keep in touch with them and their parents, for if we
miss them, how much more do their homes”.

What of the Museum and the Relics? As much as could be was moved to the
Epworth Building, then home to the Methodist Publishing House which had a strong
room in its basement. Our Minister noted “On the whole | have come to the
conclusion that antiques are too heavy and that lightness is a great virtue in
furniture”. The Book Room staff (as Methodist Publishing was then known) came to
help shift John Wesley’s Bureau and other things, without them it may have been
the fate for the bureau “probably to be permanently jammed in one of the
fascinating bends of the staircase”.

P e i By January 1940 Radnor
i & e W Street had prayed for its new air

g 7 . L0 raid shelter that it might never be

‘v \E4 : used at its opening. Sadly it would
be much used, and the Radnor
Street building bombed in 1944,
Children de-evacuated had their
Sunday School there, while on
every other Saturday the School
Superintendent and some of the
teachers drove out to Luton,
where the children had been
evacuated to, and met them at
Chapel Street to “maintain the
influence of the school over its
scholars”.

The Radnor Street Mission
Service, moved to 3pm, was filled
with sometimes six times the

Then as now, John Wesley’s Bureau was a number of Woshlppers as befor(i
significant piece of our collection. the war. This was put down to “a
vigorous campaign of visiting” —

they didn’t let a war stop the Gospel!

It was a time of worry and precaution. The site of the original Foundery
Chapel was now the ARP post, the loudspeaker of which was such as to be heard
even over the traffic! The April 1940 magazine noted that Croft’s tune of “O
heavely King, look down from above” was being played at one point.

On Tuesday 28™ May 1940, the Chapel was opened for the “Day of National



Prayer”, people from all over the neighbourhood came in, as did some from other
continents, nurses, ARP workers and those in the forces joined to pray for our
deliverance. This was the day Belgium surrendered and the Dunkirk evacuation was
underway, and the King asked people to pray for the country. It was noted that
during the “Day of National Fasting” during the Jacobite Rebellion; John Wesley
preached at the Foundery in the evening on the text “the Lord sitteth above the
water floods” and the congregation gave tracts to the to the men of the trained
bands quartered on the artillery grounds.

The railings of the Chapel had not come down in the scrap drive, the then
Superintendent Rev’d Percy Boyling thought that in some ways it was a pity they
couldn’t, so more would realise we had a garden to rest in. He did add then that
he’d once found a burglar outside the bedroom door so perhaps it was just as well
they stayed up!

The tradition of the Presidents’ visit on the first Sunday of September was
well established, with the BBC at the Chapel setting up the “Empire Broadcast” in
1939 even as the war loomed. The 1939 broadcast was cancelled at noon on the
Saturday (2" September) as so the President, Rev’d Richard Pyke had already
travelled he still came to the Chapel. At | |.15am Neville Chamberlain would “Speak
to the British Peoples” as our magazine put it, the long-feared news that“this
country is at war with Germany”.

The Chapel’s service began at | lam, as usual the first hymn was “Before
Jehovah’s awful throne”. Morning prayers were prayed while the President went out
to hear the Prime Minister, and then gave “an almost verbatim account of the
speech” before the second lesson. |
Corinthians 13 was interrupted by
the sound of the air raid sirens, and
the congregation “found our way into
the lowest part of the Benson
Rooms” (the tunnel and cellar where
now live old instruments, museum
relics and computer servers.) The
President spoke “heartening words”
and prayed, by which time the “All
Clear” sounded. This first alert was a
false alarm and although the President
didn’t stay for the evening service

under the circumstances, he was By 1940 the magazine was printed on
“glad he had not been prevented noticeably worse paper which in our archive
from coming”. copy is now brown and brittle. Full page

adverts were still sold though.




The following year was during the worst period of the Blitz. Sunday 1%
September 1940 the siren sounded “but the President continued the service and
none of the congregation left” — this was Dr Henry Bett, he preached morning and
evening. The morning sermon reminded that “Sin is a terrible reality and wickedness
does exceedingly abound, but however great a power sin may be there is a greater
power, grace. This is our Glorious Gospel.” In the evening the preacher dwelt on
the past Evangelical Revival, declaring “The secret of the success...was in the
emphasis the Wesleys laid upon that paradox — Salvation is for all, and it is for me.”
The sermons quoted from Charles’ Hymns of eight sung in the two services, seven
were Wesley's.

Bovril remained a regular advertiser before, during and after the war. These are
some of the adverts of 1939-41. Bovril and milk would certainly break the Levitical
rules of diet...we also cannot imagine it would taste well!

The new Minister Dr Wiseman was “himself a victim of indiscriminate
bombing” and his first Sunday (the second Sunday of September) had a small
congregation as the East end and Docks had suffered a terrible night of bombing. Dr
Wiseman despite being bombed after his welcome service, preached the following
Sunday!

The October 1940 magazine also included a note from Radnor Street that
their shelter was filled nightly and greatly appreciated.

The air raids were written about thus: “One lad of nine was buried for
several hours under debris, but when rescued was quite cheerful. Miss Harrison, a
class leader, was buried under the debris of a house and when rescued was taken to
a hospital. Two nights later that hospital was bombed and a beam in its fall pinned
Miss Harrison under it, and at the same time her face was cut with flying glass. She is



now another hospital; no bones are broken but she is a mass of bruises and cuts,
and is making a splendid recovery. She has lost all her belongings but is as cheerful
and as full of trust in God as ever.” They added “Grim and gay, yes that describes us
truly”. (Gay then meaning almost gaudily cheerful).

Those called up or killed in action were given mention as the issues went on,
an older members passing had the footnote it was only a few days before the
hospital she was in was bombed. Such a thing was no longer extraordinary but a
regular part of London life.

Over the 29" and 30" December 1940 Wesley’s Chapel was surrounded by
fires from incendiaries, and came close to destruction. The recollection of that night
will be published in December’s WOW, to mark the 85" anniversary.

Our Radnor Street Series will continue in the New Year - a trip to the
National Archives will be needed to finish the story.

Between 1874 and 1933 we don’t seem to have had a Chapel Magazine in the
format we know from past archive dives — a search by our curator and volunteers
found a gap, if anyone knows what was published (if anything) please do get in touch.



Household Support Fund: Crisis Support for those on pension
credit and vulnerable households

If you live in Islington and get pension credit, you can apply for help with household
costs through the Household Support Fund.

Who can apply - You can apply if you:

. are 66 years or older (State Pension age)

. are on low income and receive pension credit, guarantee credit or savings
credit

. live in Islington as your main and permanent address

Islington Council will use Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) data and
other systems to check that you receive or have claimed pension credit.

What you can get - If your application is successful:

. you will get £200 as a one-off payment

. the money will be sent by the Post Office

. you will get a letter that tells you how to collect the money

If you want the money sent to your bank account, you must upload a bank
statement with your name and address when you apply.

There is only one payment per household, and money is limited, so apply as soon as
you can.

The Council may refer you to other local services that could help you.

What happens after you apply
e You will get a letter from the Post Office if your application is successful.

e Take the letter to the Post Office to get your £200 cash payment.
If your application is not successful, we will write to you and explain why.

Islington Council try to make a decision within 21 days of getting your application.
Once all the money has been given out, applications will close.

Apply at:
account.islington.gov.uk/en/service/Pension_Credit_Household_Support_Form

If you need help to make the application, call the council offices on 020 7527 8222.


https://account.islington.gov.uk/en/service/Pension_Credit_Household_Support_Form

About the Household Support Fund

The Household Support Fund aims to provide crisis support to vulnerable
households, helping those most in need with the cost of essentials. The fund is
provided by the Department for Works and Pensions (DWP).

Islington has been allocated £3,909,440.47 for the period of 1 April 2025 to 31
March 2026.

This fund will help those with essential living costs such as:

. households with holiday free school meals and low-income households with
children under school age

. low-income households that don't have many of their own resources,
including pensioners, disabled people and carers

. helping foster carers and those with very high housing costs

Automatic payments to eligible residents

Some of you will get an automatic payment (a letter and voucher). We find who
needs support using our benefits and support records, for example if you are on:
. Housing Benefit

. Council Tax reduction scheme

. any other support Islington Council provides

Those deemed eligible will be sent a Post Office voucher.

Text message scams

Some people are using fake Household Support Fund information to scam you.

Islington Council will not send you:

. a text message about the Household Support Fund

. an email asking you to make a payment to Islington Council before you get a
Household Support Fund payment.

Note: If you live outside the Borough of Islington it is worth contacting your local
council for details of their arrangements.

We also have the Chapel Benevolent Fund which may be able to help — please
speak to the Ministers if you're in financial difficulty to explore your options. The
fund is provided for out of your collection donations, when life is good we give,
when we have need, your Church family wants to be there for you as much as
possible.
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LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS
Advent Sunday this year falls
A on 30th November.
ADVENT is a time to celebrate
the ARRIVAL of Jesus, ﬁ

God'’s Son, our Saviour.
We look forward with HOPE,
we give thanks for God’s

LOVE and the PEACE and JOY
\ we have in Jesus. HOPE

Read:
Isaiah 40:5
What shall
be revealed?
Read: e
LUKE 2:10-11
Who is ‘God's news LOVE {1
of great joy’ for?
il Read:
John 3:16
How did God show He loves us? PEACE

A

LGLORYEMPROMI SE Reac:
SOKJYAARR I VALWEF o e
ADVENTGOODNEWS O hawepeacewith God?
VPLSVLIRPSVPCAR
IEIUIOFCHR I STHT
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UCHOPEOPCANDLEL

RETURNJOYTWDBED

ADVENT - ARRIVAL « HOPE + JOY - LOVE « PEACE - GOD - GLORY
MESSAGE - PROMISE « PROPHECY « FORETOLD - JESUS - SAVIOUR
CHRIST « GIFT « GOOD NEWS « RETURN » CANDLE « LIGHT
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Worship at Wesley’s Chapel & Leysian
Mission

Monday - Saturday
10.00am Morning Prayer from the Methodist Worship Book

Wednesday
12.45pm Service of Holy Communion

Sunday

9.45am Service of Holy Communion (except first Sunday of the month)
11.00am Morning Worship

7.00pm Service in the style of Taize (first Sunday of the month)

All services except the Wednesday Lunchtime Communion Service are also
live streamed (www.wesleyschapel.org.uk/livestreaming) and remain
viewable afterwards at: www.wesleyschapel.org.uk/previous-services .

Worship by Telephone

Most of our services are also relayed by telephone call. Call 020 3880 0873
shortly before the service begins and when instructed enter the
“Conference ID on your ‘phone keypad: 135 491 69 # . You will be able to
hear the person leading the service and join in the responses with the
others on the call. If you are able to mute your end of the call at other
points this improves the audio quality. Greetings after the service follow
when talking is very much encouraged. You are welcome to just listen too.

Prayer Requests

We also have a dedicated email address for prayer requests which will be
received directly by our ministers Jen and Claire, and will be prayed during
the course of the Daily Morning Prayer service. Please send all prayer
requests to: prayer@wesleyschapel.org.uk .



http://www.wesleyschapel.org.uk/livestreaming
http://www.wesleyschapel.org.uk/previous-services
mailto:prayer@wesleyschapel.org.uk

Ministers:

Associate Ministers:

Lay workers:

Museum:

Administration:

Choir:
Church Office:

Staff

The Revd Canon Dr Jennifer H Smith BA PhD
M.Phil (Superintendent)

The Revd Dr Claire Potter

The Revd John Cooke MA (Supernumerary)

The Revd Paul Hulme BA (Supernumerary)

The Revd Dr John Lampard BA M.Th
(Supernumerary)

The Revd Stephen Penrose (Supernumerary)

The Revd lan Yates (Supernumerary)

Ms Tamira Nunez (Global Mission Fellow)
Mr Thomas Smith (Leysian Missioner)

Mr Christian Dettlaff MA (Curator)
Mrs Charlotte Hay-Campbell (Learning &
Community Engagement Officer)

Miss Beatrice Omane (Administration Assistant)
Miss Daphne Johnson (Finance Officer)
Mrs Tracey Smith (Administration Manager)

Mrs Mikyung Kim
49 City Road
London EC1Y 1AU
020 7253 2262

administration@wesleyschapel.org.uk

Contributions for inclusion in this magazine should be sent to
missioner @wesleyschapel.org.uk, or may be sent by post to the office.
The deadline for the December/lanuary Issue is Monday 24th November.




Christmas at Wesley's

Join us for a Festive Afternoon on
Thursday 4th December 2025

12.30 pm City Carol Service, followed by
refreshments

X\ 2.00 pm Carols in the courtyard - come &
‘ enjoy a Christmas sing-song,
with festive refreshments

2.30 pm - Georgian Christmas open
5.30 pm  house with re-enactors -

\-—‘L/ Free entry
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. * Wesley’s Chapel & Leysian Mission
" B 49 City Road ECIY IAU
g

)
‘ . ALL ARE VERY WELCOMETO
a JOIN US FOR ALL OR PART OF THE FUN!
*x .\




